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The Rockefeller Commis- 
sion said yesterday that lor' 
more than 20 years the JiiS; 
tice. Department had a' se- 
cret agreement giving the 
Central Intelligence Agepey- 
. the power to decide whether 
t o prosecute ‘ criminal 
charges involving agency 

employees. . 
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The commission charged 
that the department “abdi- 
cated its statutory duties.” 

It also charged that the 
agreement “involved the 
agency directly in forbidden 
law enforcement activities,” . 
in -violation of the law. that 
created the agency and* lim- 
ited its powers. 

The commission saicT it, 
had found “no evidence” 
that the CIA “abused” the 1 
prosecutorial powers turned 
over by the Justice Depart- 
ment.' 

It said, too, that the agree- 
ment was 'finally ended 
last January, when the de-/ 
partment “directed that 
cases with a potential for 
criminal prosecution be re- 
ferred to it for considera- 
tion.” i 

- But the commissiqn called 
for new guidelines, in writ- 
ing, requiring that. both the, 
criminal investigation and., 
the decision of whether to 
prosecute be made by the • 
Justice Department. 

A spokesman for the Ju$ r 
tice Department' confirming 
the existence of the agree- 
ment last night, said he did 
not know whether the agree- 
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agreement had not been told cufed during t h e entire shoiM itse^investigate -al- 


:of the agreement’s’ texist- r ” 20^ear r period - apparent- legations .affecting its opera^ ' 
' tions and “not refer the 
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